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come to him and ask him to shew them the way to
a union with God, with Brahma. " Very well/' says
the reformer, "I will shew you." And he gives a
long exposition of Arahatship. " That is the way/'

In both cases the exposition of Arahatship is clear
enough. The obscurities begin with the reasoning
which endeavours to adapt so untheological a posi-
tion to a solution of difficulties really based on the
current theologies. It is all very well to complain
how much easier it would have been simply to deny
the facts (the facts of the whirlpool of re-births, and
the union with God) rather than to attempt to recon-
cile them with the new doctrine of Arahatship.
But that course of action could have led to only
one result. Buddhism would have died in its birth.
In any case Gotama adopted the opportunist posi-
tion, and seems to have thought the reconciliation
both clear and complete. And though it is, in my
opinion, neither the one nor the other in our present
state of knowledge, it is surely wiser to suspend our
judgment as to the logical adequacy of the reason-
ings put forth till the publication of the other half
of the texts shall have put us in possession of all the
materials on which a judgment should really be
formed.

What we have at present ascertained is that, in
both cases, Arahatship is the Buddhist solution of